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NAVAL RESERVE FORCES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

INTRODUCTION

There has been considerable interest recently in how the active/

reserve force mix varies across countries. Senator John Warner's office

published a set of numbers in early 1983 (see table 1) that generated

considerable discussion in both the press and the Congress. It seemed,

from these numbers, that the United States was out of step with the

prevalent pattern. Our uix of actives to reserves looked considerably

richer (and by implication considerably more expensive) than that of

other countries. Where most NATO allies had force mixes richer in

reserves and the Soviet Union had an active/reserve ix of 1 to 1.4, the

United States' active/reserve ratio was I to 0.4.

Our initial reaction. to these mumbers was twofold. First, were the

comparisones legitimate: wer reserves defined sufficiently similarly

across countries so that maningful comparisons could be constructed?

Second, what did Naval active/reserve force mixes look like? Were they

similar to the overall patterns?

Comparisons of active and reserve force mixes across countries are

complicated by definitional problem. While it Is a straightforward

task to define active-ty manpower, defining reserve wmpoer Is

J-1-
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TABLE 1

COMPARISONS OF ACTIVE/RESERVE FORCE MIXES ACROSS COUNTRIES:
ALL SERVICES

NATO (1982)

Country Ratio- Active Number Reserve Number
Belgium ... . 1 to 1.5 93,500 141,500
Britain . . . . . 1 to 0.9 327,600 281,700
Canada . I 1 to 0.3 31,200 153,400
France I . . 1 to 4.9 492,900 457,000
West Germany I to 1.5 495,000 750,000
Greece . * • 1 to 2.0 206,500 404,000
Italy . . . . . . I to 2.2 370,000 799,000
Luxembourg . a . 1 to 0.. 700 n.ea.
Netherlands . . . I to 1.6 104,000 171,000
Norvay 1 . . 1 to 5.8 42,100 243,000
Portuga.L . • 1 to 1.4 66,400 90,000
Spain • • . . I to 3.1 347,000 1,085,000
Turkey • • . 1 to 1.5 569,000 836,000
United States * 1 to 0.4 2,116,800 899,600

Warsaw Pact (1982)

Bulgaria . . . . I to 5.4 148,000 795,000
Czechoslovakia 1 I to 1.7 196,500 325,000
East Germany I . to 1.8 166,000 305,000
Hungary . . . . . 1 to 1.3 106,000 143,000
Poland . * * • e 1 to 1.9 317,000 605,000
Rum ania . . . 1 to 2.0 181,000 365,000
Soviet Union . . I to 1.4 3,705,000 5,000,000

Other European (1982)

"atria . . . . . I to 18.8 49,400 930,000
Irelad . ... * 1 to 1.4 16,400 22,200
Finland. .. to 19.0 36,900 700,000
Sweden • & . * * I to 11.4 64,500 735,500
Switzerland . . . 1 to 30.3 20,000 605,000
YU6oglayVia e @ e I to 2.0 250,500 500,000

The Library d CofTes produced these mmben for Senator John
Warner uslq refoU"se •

-2-
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considerably more complex. Even within a country, numerous definitions

are possible. A narrow definition focuses upon individuals who actively

participate in drills or exercises. Other definitions focus on reserves

as pre-trained manpower; here the distinction between veterans and

reservists is often blurred, with some countries counting all individ-

uals who went through a short, compulsory period of military service as

part of their reserve forces.

Indeed, this undefined and uneven metric for counting reservists

was the chief motivation behind this paper. Published statistics pri-

marnly reflect country-specific definitions of reservists. The United

States has many categories of reservists; many ocher countries have only

one* It s perhaps natural to extract from the varied U.S. reservists

the group that is the most "ready" and then compare these reservists

with the reservists of other countries - natural, but we would argue,

quite misleading.

We begin our analysis by outlining the structure of the U.S. Naval

Reserve. Throughout we will emphasize that the appropriate reserve end-

strength count depends upon the focus. Do we want to know how many in-

active Naval personnel the President can obilize - without am legis-

lation - in tim of national asrgency? Do we want to assess the stock

of pretrained Naval manpower. Or, mor narrowly, do we want to focus

only on reservists who dr11 vegularly or who know their mobilization

asig pmiant
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Af ter describing the U.S. Naval Reserve Force, we turn to the naval

reserves of 20 other countries. Here our discussion are more tentative,

primarily because our information is still incomplete concerning what

constitutes a reserve affiliation in these countries. Finally, we

devote more attention to a comparison between British and American naval

organization where we find, perhaps surprisingly, comparable reserve/

active force nxes.

THE U.S. NAVAL RESERVE

Orsanization

Table 2 shows the organization of the U.S. Naval Reserve and the

strengths of its components* It has three main branches: the Ready

Raserve* (Individual Ready Reserve (IM) and Selected Reserve (SELRES)),

the Retired Reserve, and the Standby Reserve. There were almost 400,000

Naval Reservists as of 31 May 1983. When the 300,000 USN Retired and

Fleet Reservists are added Lo their. number, we obtain what has been

called the "Naval Reserve Resources." It totals over 700,000 individ-

uals, a size greater then the active Navy. Pretrained naval manpower in

the United States - "Naval Reserve Resources" plus veterans of the

active Navy - is even greater, manpower in excess of 1.5 million

individuals.

* Additional infointion a be found in (2]. Naval Military Personnel

Comnd's orSaisatieola chart includee the Active Duty USUR (740,30)
in the Ready Reserve; this classificatlo is somewhat unusual (31.

-4-
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TABUI 2

C.S. NAVAL 3UUV9 ZSOUZLCZS OTHU TRAM USX ACTVK DUTY

(As of 31 Emy 1983)*

all 3~ NAVAL RSV
owrxu 65,054 omflgu 178 941

ZsTm 118,684 ULISTUD 205.801
IL?. me. 73.920 arc. CAND. 8,843

TTL 39,660 TOTAL 393,385

UTYRI 32111!= unv STAMYDS? 111
011?zu 57,8SU omcZns 108.801 oFIcstN 11,314

* ULLITZD M8.002 Z.LSTI 23,949 ILZSTY 850
MVC. CAM. _8.6843--

TOTAL 247,671 TOM6 132.750 TOTAL 13,164

mC _ _afi=o

m U 7,1726

IORS 7130 *17,1

m m VOTDCLL

COTRC 74.0 ais 7336 InzsU 3.611

lom I'm um 9659 TOTAL $,7

- ft 01VIn. 12,22

am TOMI 12, is



In the United States, however, analysts referencing naval reserv-

ists usually think about a smaller number of individuals, namely the

92,238 officers and enlisted personnel in the Selected Reserve. These

individuals drill one weekend a month as well as participate in a 2-week

active duty for training program (ACDURA) each sumr. Most Navy

SELRES drill units will mobilize as a unit, and most are augment units,

planned to bring manning from peacetime to wartime levels.

Mobilization Categories

Table 3 provides mobilization information for the U.S. Naval

Reserve. Selected Reservists are the easiest to recall: the President

can call up to 100,000 of then without declaring war or a national

emergency. (To call up the almost 900,000 Selected Reservists in all

the services (a full mobilization of SELRES), however, is impossible-

without declaring a national emergency.)

The Standby and Retired Reserves =equire a congressional declara-

tion of war or national emergency for involuntary mobilization. Other

mobilization meets Include retired U.S. Navy personnel. They are not

off icially part of the Naval Reserve, but, for mobilization purposes,

are Important. Unfortunately, there is apparently some conflict between

the statutes concerning the mobilization status of retired active-duty

personnel; am 14J.



TABLE 3

MOBILIZATION STATUS BY NAVAL RESERVE CATEGORY

I. Ready Reserve

Up to one illion members (all services) can be involuntarily recalled to
active duty by the President in time of national emergency. They are
required to serve no more than 24 consecutive months (Title 10 USC 673(a)
as amended by PL 96-584).

A. Individual Ready Reserve:can be required to perform active duty for
training for no more than 14 days annually.

B. Selected Reserve: individuals required to perform at least 48 paid
drills and 12-L4 days' active duty for training annually.

Up to 100,000 Selected Reservists (all services) can be
called to active duty by the President for a period of
more than 90 days without a prior declaration of war or
national emergency (Section 673b, Title 10, U.S. Code).
This procedure is a "recall"; legally, a recall is differ-
ent from a mobilization.

II. Standby Reserve
and

III. Retired Reserve

Can be involuntarily called to aqtive duty when Congress declares a time
of war or national emergency (Title 10, U.S. Code, Section 672(a), 674,
and 675.

IV. Fleet Reserve

Fleet Reservists are enlisted personnel (Navy and Marines) who retire with
mote than 20 years but less than 30 years of active-duty service. They
amy be involuntarily recalled to active duty in time of war or national
emergency declared by Congress or in time of national emergency deleted by
the President only. It is not clear whether .this historical mobilization
distinction (the President am call up the Fleet Reserve but it takes
Congress to call up USN, retired) is still valid because of provisions in
Title 10, USC, 688(a); (see below).

V. Office=,. US* Rtired

V1. Enlisted. USN Retired

Title 10, VSC, 668(s) allows a Service Secretary to call up retired per-
soauel; this sectio of the Code appeau to conflict with section 675 and
672(a), also from Title LO, which =equires a congressional declaration of
wer bfor rttind ative-duty persomil cam be mobtlized.
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Fleet Reservists, enlisted "retired" personnel with less than

30 years of service, can be mobilized involuntarily if the President

declares a national emergency and thus their mobilization category is

similar to that of the Ready Reserves. USN, retired (both officers and

enlisted but not Fleet Reservists) appear to require a congressional

declaration of war before mobilization, although, as suggested earlier,

there is some confusion on this point.

FORCE MIX

Surprisingly, the information ncessary for active/reserve naval

force comparison. is not readily available in published sources. In

fact, the unclassified literature lacks even a current discussion of

procurement methods and terms of service for naval personnel in even the

world's largest aavies.*

To remedy t!-.s information gap, we sent a questionnaire to naval

attaches in the Washington embassies of the world's 20 largest navies.

An ezample of the Information corroboration f or Great Britain is

reproduced as appendix A. The information we gathered from this

questionaire, aswall aspublished information, is included in table 4.

*For a general discussion of adltary manpower procurement, see [51.



TABLE 4

CROSS COUNTRY COMPARISONS: ACTIVES AND RESERVES
FOR THE 20 LARGEST NAVIES

Active
naval Reserve R

Population Volunteer Initial contract manpower manpower A
Rank Country (millions) procurement Active Reserve (thousands) (thousands) R

I United States 234.5 Yes 3-6 yrs. 2-6 yrs. 540* 100*

2 U.S.S.R. 271.8 No 2-3 yrs. To age 50 400-500 ?*

3 China (PRC) 1008.2 Yes ? ? 180 350*

4 United Kingdom 55.9 Yes 9 yrs. 3-5 yrs. 65 31

5 France 54.3 No* 1 yr. 3.5 yrs. 68 64

b China (Taiwan) 18.5 No 2 yrs. On call 38 80

7 Spain 38.3 No* 15-18 aos. To age 38 37* 328*

8 India 723.5 Yes 10-15 yrs. - 46 -

9 Brazil 127.7 No* 9 yrs. vol. -- 44 --

1 yr. con.

10 Turkey 47.0 No 20 mos. 45* 70

11 Japan 119.4 Yes 3 yrs. 2 45 0.6

12 Italy 57.4 No 18 Mos. On call 42 220

13 Korea (S) 39.4 No* 3 yrs. By rank 49 280*

14 Indonesia 160.0 No ?-- 25-40 *

15 Argentina 29.0 No 14 moe. - 33 -

16 Germany (W) 61.7 No* 15 mos. ? 36 36*

17 Korea (N) 18.6 No 5 yrs. 30-33* 15-40*

18 Thailand 49.7 No 2 yrs. - 20-32*

19 Chile 11.6 No* 10 yrs. To age 45 26 65

20 Poland 36.5 No 3 yrs. -- 22.5 --

II



Notes for Table 4: Population information is from the Military Balance
1983-4 (61. Unless otherwise noted, other information was provided by
the respective embassies in response to our questionnaire. If reference
(71 or (61 provides different information, it is noted in the text.

(1) United States: The number of U.S. Naval Reservists is from (71
and is approximately the number of Selected Reservists. Our dis-
cussion in the text illustrates the ambiguity that surrounds defi-
nitions of U.S. Naval Reserves, which are comparable to the naval
reserve definitions of other countries.

(2) U.S.S.R.: The information is taken from (71 and (61. The latter
suggests about 75 percent of the active Navy of 450,000 are con-
scripts. Since all Navy veterans are counted as members of the
Navy Reserve until they are 50 years old, there are probably in
excess of I million Reservists in the U.S.S.R.

(3) China (PRCO: The information is from (71. The numbers are esti-
mates.

(4) Unte i ~gom: (61 lists a slightly larger number of actives
(71,727) and the reserves smaller at 37,300. It divides the
reserves into Navy Reg end Vol, and Marine Reg and Vol totaling
some 32,700.

(5) France: Reference [71's estimate of French naval reserves is
somewhat higher, namely 90,000. The 64,000 naval reservists are
volunteers who have had active Navy experience. They train two or
three time a year. All Frenchmen can be mobilized until age 35.

(6) China (Taiwan): Both (7] and (61 list slightly smaller numbers of
trained reservists (45-60 thousand).

(7) Spain: The procurement system for the active navy is primarily
conscription. Enlisted personnel are In active service for
18 months, in the Temporary Service Forces for 6 months, and then
in the Navel Reserve until they are 38 years old. There are
328,200 naval reservists, 15,000 Temporary Service Forces, and
36,900 active navy forces. We have omitted the 15,000 Temporary
Service Fores from either the active duty or reserve personnel
enumerations. 'It should be noted, however, that what the Spanish
call reserves are more comparable to U.S. veterans and the Tempo-
rary Service Forces are more comparable to reserves in the United
States* Reference (71 lists 43,800 active Navy personnel and
about 190,000 Navy and Marine trained reservists.

(8) Im~aj The information is from [7) end [6); neither mentions
iuiI reserves, altbough the *nW requires 3-5 years of reserve
tims after regular daly.

-10-



(9) Brazil: The information is from [7]. There is no mention of
naval reserves, reserve tour is required for army, and para-
military forces are available. [6] mentions active slightly
higher at 49,000.

(10) Turkey: The information is from [7]; numaerical estimates include
Marines.

(11) Jv.n: The SOT (reserves) mst participate in military training
for 5 days each year (1 day in the case of those who retired from
active service within a year) to prepare for a callout for
national defense service.

(12) Italy: Italian naval reservists would be procured through obili-
zation and the initial obligation would be as needed. Reference
[7] suggests that active Navy and Marine personnel are 42,000 and
that Italy has 116,000 man available for rapid mobilization.

(13) Korea (S): Every male, 18 years or older, has an obligation for
mlitary duty. Thus the general procurement scheme is conscrip-
tion. The Navy and Air Force, however, fill all recruit positions
on a volunteer basis. Individuals automatically move from the
active Navy to the Homeland Reserve Torces. Reference [7] lists
20,000 active personnel and 30,000-35,000 trained reservists.

(14) Indonesia: Twenty-five thousand is from [7]. Indonesia has no
reserves, but it does have a paramilitary (full-time) force which
includes Sea Police, a paranaval force. 161 lists reserves:
National Strategic Comand HQ only to command Special Reserve
forces in strategic operations.

(15) Argentina: The information is from [7]. No reserves are mn-
tioned for the Navy and the 33,000 active-duty personnel include
Marines. [6] lists actives slightly higher at 36,000

(16) Grman (Wl: Numbers in the table are from (7]. West Germany has
a system ot general conscription, but fills some Navy positions
with volunteers.

(17) Korea (N): Reference [7] lists 30,000 active-duty personnel and
15,000 naval reservists. Reference [61 Lists 33,000 actives and
40,000 naval reservists.

(18) Thailand: Reference [7] lists 13,000 active Navy personnel end
79)Marines as well as 30,000 trained naval reservists. Refer-
ence [6] lists 32,000 active-duty Navy and Marine personnel, but
does not mention naval reserves. [1] all men between ages of 21
and 30 ae subject to 2 years of military service; about 20 per-
cent actually serve.

-11-



(19) Chile: Procurement for the Active Navy is voluntary; initial
obligations last 10 years. Although the main source of reserve
procurement is retired naval personnel, it is mndatory f or all
Chileans (male and female) to apply to the National Military Serv-
ice upon reaching their 18th birthday. Between the ages of 18 and
30, they may be called for training for a period up to, but not
more than, 2 years. Upon completion of this training, they return
to civilian life and become Trained Reserves. Those not called to
service before their 30th birthday become Untrained Reserves. All
Chileans up to the age of 45 years old can be called into Active
Service in case of emergency. Reference [1) lists the same nuimber
of active-duty personnel but does not mention any naval reserves.

(20) Poland: The number of active-duty personnel id from [7]; neither
it nor [61 mentions naval reserves.



Perhaps the most striking aspect of table 4 is the plethora of com-

ments. Their numbers testify to the formidable definitional problems

that surround numerical comparisons of reserves. Abstracting from stra-

tegic differences across countries which would suggest different levels

of appropriate active/reserve force configurations, the numbers do sug-

gest that the U.S. Navy is at one end of the spectrum. We would argue,

however, that the U.S. Naval force six is closer to that of other coun-

tries than the crude numbers themselves suggest. This is primarily

because of definitional differences across countries.

For the United States, the personnel counts are those provided in

references [71 and [61; they are counts of the Selected Reserve.* In

contrast to the enumeration ofd rilling reservists in the U.S., Spain's

and Italy's enumerations are essentially naval veterans.

Except for the United KinSdom, our information on other countries

reserve structures is not complete enough to warrant a detailed ezamina-

tion. We shall examine the U.S./U.L force mixes in greater detail;

first, however, let us turn to some gneral coinns about table 4.

* These numbers are equivalent to those the Library of Congress calcu-
lated (for all Services) for Sen. John Warner.

-13-



We selected the 20 largest navies by using Jane's Fighting Ships

(81 (naval personnel numbers). It may surprise som that Canada,

Australia, Mexico, and Sweden are missing; despite large coastal areas

and/or large population, they have smaller navies, at least by this

criteria.

We defined countries as having voluntary procurement if there was

no system of conscription. Countries with conscription, but that stated

in their questionnaires that naval enlistments were voluntary, are

asterisked. As is clear from the table, most countries rely on con-

scription to staff their militaries.

Where possible, force level numbers in table 4 are from returned

questionnaires. If the embassy did not return the questionnaire (or if

published sources suggested different numbers), these are noted at the

end of table 4. All entries on table 4 should be examined for possible

caveats in the footnotes.

British-United Stateo Comiarisons

We devote the mot detail to a comparison of the U.S. and British

navies. The United Stares and Britain have the largest free world

navies; moreover, both procure personnel by voluntary mothods. From

that point, however, fairly sharp diffeteces emerge.

-14-



Until very recently, the typical enlistment in the British Navy was

mine years and began when the recruit was 17 1/2 years old. Since

September of 1982, the British have gone to an "Open Engagement" system

with aw recruits signihg up for 22 years (until retirement). The U.S.

Navy recruits from 17-19 year olds, but the typical contract is only for

4 years.* Moreover, unlike the U.S., the average British sailor has an

obligation with the Royal Fleet Reserve (RF) after his 9 years of

active duty.

In addition to the Rll, Britain has a Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) in

which entrance is voluntary. Here initial obligations are 5 years for

males and 3 years for females; these periods are renewable by 5 and

3 years, respectively, up to the age of 50. The numbers for British

Naval Reservists combine personnel from the Royal Naval Reserve and the

Royal Fleet Reserve.

Since the two countries have organised their naval personnel sys-
tes so differently, clear parallels are not unabiguous. In table 5,

we present several active/reserve force -iz ratios, each for a different

definition of navgl reserves'.

* In the United States initial active-duty Navy contracts vary from 3-6
years; in Britain these contracts vary from 9-12 years. The initial
9-year contracts carry an additional obligation (up to 3 years) in the
loyal Fleet Reserves Twelve-year British obligors have no reserve obli-
gatioos

With the Open ngagaeient system (for entrants since September 1982)
recruits with at least after 2.5 years of service say leave the Navy
after an 1 mts' notice period. This vow systea will have Ipact
upon the British nwal rerve system, bat it is premature at this point
to try to dbte=ms that IMPect.

-15-



TABLE 5

COMPARISONS OF BRITISH AND U.S. ACTIVE/RESERVE FORCZ MIXES

Britain (1 Apr. 1982)

Royal Navy . e * * a e * e e * * e * . . *. . . .. * * . 65,200
Naval Reserve (all categories) . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 31,300
Ratio (active/reserve) .................. 2.08

United States (30 Sept. 1981)

Naval personnel on active duty .............. 540,504

Reserve Forces not on active duty

Ready Reserve .. . . .. .. . ........ . .. 186,850
Ratio (Active/Reserve) . . . . . . . . ........ 2.89

Comonents:.

Selected Reserve . ................ 87,599
Individual Ready Reserve . ............ 99,251

Naval Reserve . . . . . . . .............. 323,271
Ratio (active/reserve) . . . .. . . . . . . . . • . . 1.67

Components:
Ready Rese rve . . . . . . .......... . . 186,850
Standby Reserve . . . . . . . o . . . . . 20,036
Retired Reserve .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116,385

Naval Reserve Resources • • . • . • ...... • • . 652,931
Ratio (active/reserve) . . . . . ........ . • . .83

Components:
Naval Reserve e e • e . * e e o • • . o & . * o . 323,271
Fleet Reserve* . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 75,920
USE, Retired* • # o * s . * e e e o o e o o o 9 e 253,740

Def inition of U.S. reserves most parallel to British . . 262,770
Ratio (active/rese ve) o .........a.....*..0 0 2.06

Components:a
Ready Reserve . . . . . . . . • . . . . 186,850
Fleet leevo . . . . . . . . .a. . . . . 75,920

T be inmhe for Fleet iserve and USN, Aeti red, are from May 1963 (see
table 1). The source for the other data Is refeream [9J.
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Initially, ve follov the basic U.S. reserve classification scheme

but, as we believe this scheme is misleading for U.K./U.S. comparisons,

we conclude with a definition of U.S. "Naval Reserves" that does not

follow the usual taxonomy. It is this latter definition, however, that .4

we feel most closely parallels the British definition of naval

reservists*

We only have one definition of British Naval Reserves, and thus the

ratio of active to reserve naval personnel in Britain is quite clear.

Our best Vaesa about which U.S. Naval reservists are comparable to the

British Naval Reserve is the total of individuals in the Fleet Reserve

and the Ready Reserve; totaling these personnel gives an active/reserve

force six of 2.06, a number quite close to the British ratio of 2.08.

The U.S. Navy's Fleet Reserve, as in Britain, is "a pool of trained

and experienced personnel who could support the active Navy in an emer-

Iency without significant pretraining" 1101 In the United States, how-

ever, Fleet Reservists have had at least 20 years of activeduty experi-

sneas opposed to the 9 years of service for British Fleet Reserv-

Lt. Another group of U.S. naval reservists similar to the British

Royal Fleet Reserve is the United States' Individual Ready Reserve*:

both program involve a short period of Reserve service after release

from active duty and both emphasi e the concept of a stock of pretrained

* Individal Ready Reservists are i veterans who have completed

loe than 6 years of active duty.
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manpower. For mobilization purposes the Ready Reserve and the Fleet

Reserve are similar: both can be mobilized without congressional

consent. In short, they are the easiest groups for the President to

mobilize in a national euergency. Moreover, both groups are pretrained

and have recent active duty experience.

Table 5, however, presents several definitions o U.S. naval

reservists. Each definition generates a corresponding active reserve

force six. These ratios vary widely. Our Judgment suggests that the

last definition is the mst comparable, and this definition yields very

similar active/reserve force sxes for the two countries.

As an aside, it Is worth noting that the U.S. active-duty personnel

structure will generate proportionally more pretrained veterans than

will the British. This follows directly from the length of the typical

first-tern contracts in the two countries. In fact, holding other

factors constant, the shorter the length of the first-ters contract, the

greater the umberst of veterans or pretraimned mnpower that is pro-

duced. Seam individuals in the veteran pool are also In sa form t

the reserves; moet, however, are not. It would take now legislation to

mobilize veterans who are not part of the reserve system. Still, this

pool of experienced Navy mprer should not be overlooked.

.... ~ ~~~~. too*J L. I....m..



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Afc t o ok at the components of the U.S. Naval Reserve, me- a-

attempted to make comparisons of active/reserve force mixes among the

U.S. and other countries with large navies. These comparisons are very

difficultA Tbey are hampered fir by a paucity of informationcSe%--

'nd, even when information is relatively completeis% it is in the Brit-

ian and the United States, dissimiliar organizational structures run the

risk of an apples to oranges comparisons./ T

Our lookCsuggests that the U.S. Navy has a richer mix of active to

reserves than do other countries with large navies. However, this find-

ing nay be caused by definitional problem: other countries classify

broader categories of individuals as reservists than does the United

States. In fact,'low-oser look at the British Nevy suggested that the

active/reserve force six was roughly comparable to that of the United

To do more smainful comparisons ac t s countries of active/reserve

forces involves a larger collection of sfo. Such an effort

would be wortluhlo. Until then, in would roe d~tt considerable

caution be exercised in any active/reserve force mix comparisons across

countries.
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4 May 1983

Rear Admiral P.S. Symon
Office of the Naval Attache
P.O. Box 4855
Washington, D.C. 20008

The purpose of this letter is to corroborate the information shown
on the attached page on your nation's naval reserve forces. The infor-

.1 -mation will be used a part of a Center for Naval Analyses project com-
paring Naval Reserves for nations with an Active Navy of at least 20,000

> individuals. The paper wll be unclassified.
< In order to meet our deadline, it would be most helpful if you
Z R could respond to this request not later than I June 1983. Any addi-

- tiona.L information on the.structure of Active/Reserve forces that you
would consider helpful would be appreciated. (In fact, you may note

8 that sowe basic information is missing on the attached sheet; if pub-
lished unclassified sources disagreed, we left the entry blank.)

0, O I would be happy to discuss the study further with you, and can be
reached at 998-3660. If you would like a copy of the paper, please

ULr indicate on the attached page.

Thank you in advance for your attention.

Sincerely,

z
LLJ Anne S. Sicilia

-
AS/bb
Enl.

dWWWof e MdonA -



United Kingdom (British)

NAVAL FORCES INFORMATION

Active Navy Naval Rserves

Method of procurement Voluntary Voluntary

Initial obligation Remainder of
active time, if
early release is
opted

Size of force 71.5 thousand 28.0 thousand

General Information: To gain flexibility and attract recruits, early

relesae is offered, provided service is 3 years total.

Note: It would be especially helpful if you could provide more detail

on the nature of the Reserve obligation.

Con ts:

Please. send a copy of the paper.
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